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Peru is located gpproximately 100 miles southwest of Chicago in west central 530’§?E&%L
LaSalle County. Founded in 1834, the city is now bounded by Interstate 80 Y
{(north), the Illinois River Waterway (south), and adjoining LaSalle (east). 4 —.

The former Chicago, Burlington and Quincy, and Chicago, Rock Island and

Pacific railroads traverse the south edge; U.S5. Route 51 runs north-south

through Peru, dividing the city unequally.

LOCAT ION

An alluvial flood plain aleng the north bank of the Illinois River forms the
city's southern boundary. The flood plain quickly gives way to rocky bluffs.
When the firet settlers arrived in the 18%0s the bluff tops north of the river
were covered with stands of hickory, oak, and elm, the remainder in relling,
grassy prairie. The principal natural resources were coal, clay, timber,
limestone, sandstone, and rich black and brown loam topsoil.

SETTLEMENT

On March 2, 1827, the U.S. Congress signed a federal land grant giving 284,000
acres to Illincis. Parcels were to be sold to finance construction of the
Tllinois and Michigan Canal, and consisted of alternating sections
two-and-one-half miles wide on either side of the proposed canal corridor.
Settlement of the area was thus sparked.

The first white settler was John Hays, who moved his family to¢ Peru from
Tennesgee in 1830. He built a log cabin near what is now the intersection of
Fourth and Adams Streets, and operated a ferry across the Illinois River until
1840. No evidence of the Hays cabin remains and no physical description was
ever recorded. The majority of Peru's first settlers were Protestant New
Englanders; drawn by Peru's economic potential, many had migrated from
Tennessee, Pennsylvanis, New York, Vermont, Massachusette, and Connecticut.
The Iliinois Legislature had previously set aside Section 16 of every township
for school purposes, Spurred by the incressing number of settlers in the
area, the schoel commission platted and sold the southwest quafter of Section
16 and named it Peru. The Canal Commission selected neighboring laSalle as
the terminus of the canal, however, because of 1ts siting on canal-owned

land. The Commission hoped to encourage the development of LaSalle and create
additional revenues to support the canal. Much of Peru's potential for
economic and commercial development was thus diverted to its neighbor.

Samuel Bullock surveyed the original plat of Peru, which was recorded
September 9, 1834. The town first extended from Water to North (now Fourth)
Streets, and from West to Bast (Pine) Streets and comprised nineteen blocks.
Theron Brewster platted the first (Ninewah's) addition in 1836. These
sixty-one blocks are adjacent to the western edge of the original plat,
running from Water to 3ixth Streets and from West to Calhoun Streets.
Brewster platted three more additions to the town before its incorporation in
1851. During the late 1830s and 1840s small landowners divided so many
properties east of the original plat that LaSalle and Peru had established

their common border by 18%51.
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Construction on the I & M Canal began July 4, 1836, with labor and capital TOWN OF
both in short supply. Advertisements for workers were placed in newspapers in PERU
the eastern United States, Canada, and Ireland, promising excellent wages. HABS No.
Peru quickly gained one of the largest immigrant populations in the Midwest, a IL-312
region with notably high immigration rates. Indeed, in 1838 Peru and LaSalle (pg 3)
counted 2,000 Irish, Germans, and French Canadians among their citizenry.

Concurrently, however, a shortage of capital was causing the frequent

suspension of work on the canal. 1In an attempt to alleviate continuing

financial woes, the Canal Commission issued scrip to canal contractors and

laborers. Scrip was payable ninety days after date of issue and was supported

by state-negotiated bonds. In 1841-42 Tllinois was unable to pay the interest

on its bonds, rendering the scrip virtually worthless. Eventually the state

agreed to accept scrip as payment for land. In this manner many canal workmen

became landowners, settling in the area as farmers or laborers.

Peru was incorporated as a city on March 15, 1851, with Theron Brewster
elected first mayor. The 1851 city limits included all property hetween Water
and Eighth, Calhoun and Peru Streets. Incorporation enabled the city to issue
bonds for the construction of the Chicago and Rock Island Railrcad. The
I1linois General Assembly had granted a charter to the Rock Island and LaSalle
Railroad February 27, 1847, extending the line to Chicago in 1851. The
railroad was to be constructed on canal land and operated in conjunction with
the canal to draw additional trade from the upper Mississippi River to
Chicago. The first tracks were laid in Chicagc October 10, 1851, and the line
opened to LaSalle in March 1853%; by the following summer the line was

. completed to Rock Island. Passenger traffic on the canal was almost entirely
eliminated as a result. In February 1857 the city limits were extended north
to Shooting Park and Cemetery Roads and thus included all of Sections 16 and
17. In 1858 Peru boasted seven public schools, six churches, 718 dwellings
and tenements, three factories, three breweries, and numerous commercial
establishments.

In the same year Peru reported a population of 3652, half of whom were foreign
born (30% German, 13% Irish). An additional 24% were first-generation
Americans, Although the Irish formed a substantial minority, it was the
German immigrants who made the greater contribution to the town's

development. They arrived in Peru with the flood of Germans who settled
throughout the Midwest during the mid-nineteenth century. The 1857-58 city
directory indicates that the immigrants settled in a concentration between the
1600 and 2100 blocks of Third through Fifth Streets. The directory further
suggests that at this time the majority of the Germans were laborers, forming
the backbone of Peru's workforce rather than the community’s political or
economic leadership. Nonetheless, the immigrants exerted their influence in

numerous permanent ways.

This German legacy is marked, for example, by the more than one-half dozen
randomly coursed sandstone structures remaining in the settlement area, the
only grouping of such buildings in Peru. DPerhaps the best prescrved of these
are the massed plan, side-gable, itwo-and-one-half story houses at 1910 and
- 1923 Fourth Street. Their blockiness and striking lack of decorative details



are typical of vernacular German-American architecture. Other examples of TOWN OF

stone construction are found in the massive gable-front house at 1709 Fifth PERU
Street (outside the survey area), the smaller cottages-turned-stores at 1920 HABS No
and 2007 Fourth Street, and the much-altered commercial building at 2000 IL-312
Fourth Street. (pg 4)

The community is spiritually represented by St. Joseph’s Church (Schuyler
Street at Fifth), established in 1854 for Peru's German Catholics, who formed
a majority of the immigrants. The congregation's 1877 church, a very good
exanple of Gothic Revival architecture, alsc in stone, was not included in the
survey. The parish is also distinguished by St. Joseph's Halle, an eclectic
two-and-one-half story brick building constructed in 1914. This structure was
designed to house an guditorium, bowling alleys, club rooms and kitchen, which
suggests the church's important social function as a center for cultural
activities. The complex also includes a large neoclassical brick rectory
built in 19053 it has been extensively altered. The Zieon German Evangelical
Church (now Zion Church of Christ) was founded in 1852 to serve the area's
smaller German Protestant element. Although its 1866 Gothic Revival structure
at Sixth and Grant Streets has been altered by a major addition to the facade,
the church has served as another center of German influence.

The Peru Turnvereine was organized in 1854 as a center for German social,
musical and athletic activities. In 1865 the group constructed a frame
gymnasium at Ninth and Peoria Streets, moving it to Fourth Street in 1874.
The four-story frame Turn Hall constructed next door was then the largest
building on Fourth Street and served as another focal point for the German
community. When this building was destroyed by fire in 1892, a four-story
brick replacement was constructed immediately, at a cost of $45,000. This
Romanesque Revival building was demolished in the 1980s.

Peru's City Hall and Market House was erected in 1855 at a cost of $l2,000.
Located at the feoot of West Street between First and Second Streets, the
building contained a council chamber, public hall, market stalls, snd jail.
When the city moved its administrative offices to their current location at
Putnam and Third streets in 1960, the structure was leased to the American
Nickeloid {ompany and demolished within a decade. City offices are now
located in the former Central School, 706 Putnam Street; the second story has
been removed from this 1904 Romanesque Revival building.

Peru's first post office was established in February 1836. The post office

operated from a series of Water Street storefronts until 1903, when it moved
to a Fourth Street site. In 1908 the office then moved to the south side of
Fourth between Peoria and Pulton Streets, where it remsined for twenty-five

years.  In 1932 the federal government funded the construction of a new Post
Office at the southwest corner of Fourth and West Streets. This high-style

neoclagsical limestone building has been extremely well preserved. '

The citizens of Peru began campaigning for a public library in 1908.
Philanthropist Andrew Carnegie donated $15,000 for the construction of a



building with the provision that the city would arrange a site and appropriate
$1,500 annually for the building's maintenance. The Peru Library was erected
on the southeast corner of Putnam and Third streets, opening in December of
1911. With its dark, rusticated brick, and red tile roof, the building
displays some Spanish Colonial Revival influence; it retains excellent
integrity. The structure has been vacant since the opening of a new library
at West and Eleventh atreets in 1985.

INDUSTRY

The principal catalysts for the development of industry in Peru were its
richness in important natural resources -- fertile soil and bituminous coal -~
and its accessibility to major transportation routes -- the Illinois River,
the Illinois and Michigan Canal, and the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacifie and
Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy railroads.

The earliest industries in Peru were small-scale, producing goods for local
consumption. They included flour mills, sawmills, blacksmith shops and
breweries. The cultivation of corn, cats and wheat dominated the local
economy from the 1840s until about 1880, during which time Peru served as a
center for agricultural trade and service. The earliest major industry was
the Peru Plow and Wheel Company, established in 1858 to manufacture
agricultural implements. In 1858 local factories also produced fanning mills
-- machines that separated wheat from chaff -- and corn shellers. ©Peru's
lumber products industry arose on Water Street in the mid-nineteenth century
because of the adjacent Illinois River and steamboat basin of the I & M
Canal. ILumber yards appeared here as early as 1848, and a planing mill by the
1870s.

The presence of high quality bituminous coal 1in the area was confirmed by a
state geologist in 1855, the year a mine shaft was first sunk in LaSalle.

Coal mining was a significant factor in the cocunty ecconomy during the
nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries, although only two companies operated
in Peru. Local coal companies used deep shaft mines 400 to 500 feet
underground and were eventually unable to compete with strip mining conducted
" near Ottawa, Joliet, and elsewhere in the state. The Union Coal Company of
Peru was the last to operate in the area, closing in the 1940s.

Heavy industry flourished in Peru until well into the twentieth century
because of cheap, readily available energy and transportation. A foundry
operated here as early as 1857. By 1900 Charles Brunner's foundry, located
near the I&M Canal steamboat basin, was the city's largest. The area's first
major heavy industry dependent on coal was LaSalle's Mathiessen and Hegler (M
& H) Zinc Works, established in 1858. The Illinois Zinc Company, which became
M & H's largest competitor, was incorporated in Peru in 1870. By 1880 zinc
smelting had become the most lucrative leocal industry. The Illinois Zinc
Company produced spelter (zinc slabs), sheet zinc, sulphuric acid, and acid
phosphates.

TOWN OF
PERU
HABS No.
IL-312
(pg 5)



Around the turn of the century, several industries arose which were dependent
on the zinc smelting companies. They included the American Nickeloid Company,
Kational Sheet Metal Company, and Maze Nail Company. American Nickeloid,
established in 1898, was among the first manufacturers of nickel-ccated zine
sheets in the United States. National Sheet Metal Company was first organized
in 1901 as the Peru Sheet Metal Plating and Novelty Company. Its works
occupied a mid-nineteenth century commercial block on Water Street until about
1985.

Among Peru's manufacturing concerns the most important was the Western Clock
Company, also known as Westclox. Begun in 1885 as the United Clock Company,
Westclox emerged in the early 1900s as the nation's largest manufacturer of
alarm clocks, and pocket and wrist watches. Much of Westclox's sprawling
factory complex, located on the east side of Peru, was built in the 1910s and
19208, The company also owned a great deal of real estate in the city. By
1950 Westclox had as many as 3,500 people on its payroll and was by far Peru's
largest single employer. Peru's industries were prosperous through the 1920s,
but, similar to other towns in the Upper Illincis Valley, experienced
financial setbacks during the Depression. While some measure of prosperity
returned after World War IIL, many of Peru's manufacturing companies have
recently closed or moved to the southern United States, where labor and other
expenses are cheaper.

COMMERCIAL DEVELCPMENT

Water Street developed as Peru's earliest commercial district because of its
proximity to the Illinois River and I & M Canal. The steamboat route from New
Orleans and St. Louis, established in 1828, terminated at Peru where a deep
channel in the Illinois River provided a steamboat turnaround. By the early
18408 area farmers had progressed from subsistence farming to the cultivation
of cash crops, and Peru had developed into a thriving trade center. Farmers
from a 100-mile radius travelled here to sell their produce and purchase
finished goods. With the opening of the I & ¥ Canal in 1848, cargo and
passengers bound for Chicago were transferred from steamboat to barges at
Water Street.

Because of the ease and economy of shipping on the Illineis River, commercial
enterprises flourished on Water Street from 1835 to¢ 1880. This area's
earliest stores were housed in frame structures, none of which have survived.
By the late 1840s, however, two- and three-story stone and brick structures
with 1ittle applied ornamentation began to appear. The commercial block at
1527-1529 Water Street is an excellent example of early brick commercial
architecture in Peru. This Italianate structure, the western half of which
predates 1862, retains its cast-iron cornice, window hoods and silis. The
building is one of the most ovrnate early commercial structures on Water
Street. The east half of the building was erected between 1862 and 1868, and
features & simple brick cornice, segmental-arched lintels and sills of
limestone.

TOWN OF
PERU
HABS No.
IL-312
(pg 6)



Several other brick commercial structures on Water Street date from the TOWN OF

1850s. These buildings display elements and details of the Italianate style, PERU
such as denticulated brick cornices and recessed brickwork in the frieze and HABS No.
between stories. The building at 1521 Water Street alsc retains its IL-312
mid-nineteenth century storefront. Other significant structures are grouped (pg 7)

in a three-block area of Water Street between Peoria and West Streets.

As the city of Peru expanded, Water Street became a less desirable business
location, although the area maintained its commercial vitality into the
1890s. The decline of Water Street as a commercial area--hecause of its poor
location and tendency toward flooding--paralleled the rise of Fourth Street.
Merchants lecoking for new store sites saw a ready-made market for their goods
and services here in the German settlement. This pre-established commercial
district seems to have encouraged the mass exodus from Water to Fourth Street
during the late nineteenth century, rather than to another, untried area of
Peru. )

By 1857 "August Bulfer's grocery[,] John Aaron’s grocery in the Anton Meyer
building[,] Dr. Raith's drug and fancy gcods stores[,] and Conrad
Eickenfelder's saloon" (Peru Centennial, p. 20) had been established at the
corners of Fourth and Peoria Streets. The area was called "The Four Corners,"”
a moniker that has lasted through the present.

By 1875 the German commercial district was as well establiched as it was
exclusive. Of the eight dry goods stores in Peru, for example, four were
located on or within one-half block of Fourth Street; all of these were
operated by men with German surnames {i.e., Birkenbeuel, Bulfer, Gerringer,
Raith). Similarly, of the city's twenty-one groceries, eleven were on Fourth
Street and all, again, were managed by Germans. Bakeries, saloons,
barbershops, and hardware stores were correspondingly represented. Parallel
figures appear in the c¢ity's 1885-86 index. In contrast, none of Peru's five
lawyers or slix insurance companies, and only one of its five physicians,
maintained offices on Fourth Street in 1875.

As late as 1888 the Fourth Street commercial district was concentrated in the
1800 block, flanked by the Four Cerners on the east and the Turnvereine Hall
and Washington House on the west. The latter, operated as a boarding house
from before 1885 until at least 1909, is a two-story, T-shaped frame building
with false front. Although its clapboard siding has been stuccoed, the
structure stands otherwise unchanged at 1902 Fourth Street.

Nine of the fourteen businesses on the north side of the 1800 block of Fourth
Street in 1888 were located in two-story brick buildings. The remainder
operated from one- or two-story frame structures. On the south side of the
street, however, no brick buildings had as yet been constructed. Three of the
seven businesses were located in stone buildings, the remainder in frame
structures. Even at this late date, one residence was still used as such on

the south side.

The 1900 block of Fourth Street was then residential, although some commercial



infiltration had occurred with the partial use of residences as stores, The TOWN OF

gable-front, two-story frame house at No. 1917 dates from this period, PERU

although in a highly altered state. At No. 1925-27 a false-front saloon and HABS No
grocery had also been constructed by 1888. Indeed, this building is perhaps 11-312
the oldest extant commercial structure in downtown Peru, as well as the only (pg'a)

frame commercial structure in the city to retain its architectural integrity.
Although re-sided with asbestos shingles, the building retaing historic
storefronts (nineteenth century and c. 193%5) and is one the best preserved
commercial buildings in Peru.

Most of Fourth Street's extant commercial structures date from the building
boom that occurred between 1889 and 1905. Stores were constructed for the
downtown's new merchants, those who had moved "up the hill" from Water
Street. Many more, however, were erected as replacements for early houses or
frame commercial buildings that had outlived their usefulness for the
increasingly successful German merchants. Fourth Street thus began to emerge
as the city's predominant commercial district and lose its ethnic
exclusiveness.

The buildings constructed on Fourth Street around the turn of the century are,
almost without exception, brick, two stories high, and one or two storefronts
wide. The Christian Haas Building (No. 1824) is downtown Peru's only examplse
of ltalianate architecture. It was constructed in 1889 to house Haas' '
furniture store, a function it served until 1932. The structure retains its
cast-iron frontispiece, cornice, and elaborate hoodmolds, although the first
floor has been extensively altered. Most other buildings of the period
display Queen Anne-style feamtures, such as the Masonic Temple/Charles Seepe
and Sons Dry Goods Store (No, 1709-1713%), Henry Hoerner Building (No. 1801),
Louis Graf Building (No. 183Q), and 1701 Fourth Street.

The Masonic Temple, constructed in 1896, is Fourth Street's only three-story
structure and one of its most elaborate. It features pressed metal, two-story
bays with elaborate decorative relief; the bulilding housed the Seepe store
until 1930, The 1902 Hoerner Building was constructed and named for a
prominent local industrialist and politician. Hoerner was nine-time mayor of
the city as well as owner of the Union Brewing/Star Union Products Company for
fifty years. The structure features an elaborate second floor with corner
turret and keystoned brick lintels, although the storefront itself has been
extensively altered. The Graf Building is one of the best preserved
commercial structures in Peru., This modest Queen Anne-style bullding features
a corner turret with bell-kicked conical roof. Unlike most of Peru's other
storefronts, this building retains its glass block transoms and central
entrance with flanking display windows. It replaced Graf's frame, pre-1888
agricultural implements factory on the same site. Constructed between 1906
and 1909, No. 1701 is the youngest Queen Anne-style gstructure on Fourth
Street. It features an elaborate parapet roofline and projecting bays,
although its first floor has been re-sided in metal, From 1915 or hefore
until at least 1940, Walther Drug Store was located here.



The building at No. 1701 is an exception to Fourth Street's early twentieth POWN OF

century commercial architecture, which quickly assumed the blocky massing and PERT
simpler details so typical of this era. With their simple cornices and HABS No.
regular, relatively unadorned second-story fenestration, Nos., 1609, 1727, and I1-312
2013 provide good examples of early twentieth-century construction in Peru. (pg 9)

Indeed, No. 1727 was constructed for immigrant August Bulfer as a replacement
for his frame, pre-1888 bakery and confectionery on the same site.

By the second decade of this century, few structures were being erected in the
Fourth Street commercial area, although a number of nineteenth century
buildings were re-faced. The most notable example is the Peru National Bank,
a 1925 neoclassical incorporation of three formerly independent late
nineteenth-century commercial buildings (No. 1808). Although the bank's
monumental size somewhat overwhelms its neighbors, its Greek Doric details are
well proportioned and executed.

The 1931 Peru Theatre, 1911 Fourth Street, is the most important commercisl
building constructed in Peru since 1910. I% is one of the city's only
examples of art moderne architecture, exhibiting a glazed-brick face with
stepped roofline and terra cotta trim. The structure is an excellent example
of the style and is eligible for listing on the National Register, although it
has been abandoned since 1981 and is deteriorating severely.

Peru’'s downtown commercial district has never expanded extensively beyond a
five-block area of Fourth Street (between West and Plum Streets), although
fringe development exists on both edges. Since World War II downtown
construction has been modest both in quality and quantity. Most post-1940
structures are flat-roofed, one story, faced in brick or formstone, and
possess neither the massing nor details with which to blend with late
nineteenth- and early twentieth-century buildings. Additionally, a number of
early commercial buildings have recently been re-faced in metal or stucco,
further compromising the character of the historic district.

RESIDENTIAL ARCHITECTURE

Because of the complete reorientation of Peru's business district from Water
to Fourth Street, the houses located between these thoroughfares were also
surveyed; Peru was the only community in the 1986 project with a substantial
number of residences inventoried. This residential area, which marks Peru's
original plat and first addition, possesses some of the city's earliest
buildings and most important residences.

The oldest house for which a reliable construction date can be ascribed is the
1841 Theron Brewster House at 1806-1808 Third Street. This L-shaped,
two-and-a-half-story brick Greek Revival-style building was constructed for
Peru's most influential resident in the nineteenth century. Brewster was an
early settler who platted the Ninewah Addition and served as the city's first
mayor; he also established the Peru Plow and Wheel Company and the First
National Bank. Unfortunately his home has been re-faced with stucco and its



fenestration substantially altered, and is now surrounded by modest, early to TOWN OF

mid-twentieth-century houses, PERU

: HABS No
Another documented residence from this early period is the John L. McCormick IL-312
House (520 Peoria Street). With its pedimented gable and flat-roofed, (pg 10)

facade-long porch on wood columns, this 1848 two-story brick structure is
typlcal of Greek Revival-style houses in the area. WMcCormick founded two of
Peru's largest businesses in the nineteenth century--an ice~harvesting
operation and the Five Day line, a packet-boat operation between LaSalle and
St. Louis. He was also prominent in farming, stock trading, and bridge
construction.

The Churchill Coffing House (1323 Center Street) and 1009 Fourth Street
provide other high-style examples of Greek Revival architecture. C(Coffing was
an early settler in Peru who served as village trustee (1840-46), president of
the village board (1841-43), and first city clerk {1851). Little is known
about the early history of 1009 Fourth S3treet but both houses remain in a good
state of preservation.

The Samuel Maze House (1862) is a large two-story brick building with
classical detailing at 1710 Second Street. Maze was an Irish immigrant who
settled in Peru in 1838 and opened a lumberyard on Water Street a decade
later. He also shipped graln by barge on the Illinois and Michigan Canal,
arranging return shipments of lumber and hardware. Maze's son, Walter,
assumed the family business in 1885, and soon began the production of
zinc-coated nails, He remodelled the house with its neoclassical details
after visiting the Columbian Exposition in 1893. Both house and lumberyard
remain in the family to the present.

Other early residences are in a vernacular style, exhibiting no evidence of
architects or pattern books. These include the Isaac Abrams House (1616 First
Street), constructed for a local real estate agent, the William Paul House
(1427 Center), 1729 Main Street, and the house in the 1500 block of Third
Street now used as the Christian Science Church. All two stories with
symmetrical fenestration, the first is brick, the rest are stone, and all have

been extensively altered,

The majority of Peru's earliest residents were Protestant New Englanders, who
quickly assumed the roles of social and political leadership in Peru, and
constructed the town's first grand houses. Brewster, McCormick, Coffing, and
Abrams were all transplanted New Englanders. In contrast, the Germans and
Irish who settled in Peru im the 1840s formed the community's working class,
and appear to have remained within the same economic and ethnic framework for
a number of decades. Thus the immigrants' mid-nineteenth-century residences
tend to be modest, with few stylistic details, such as the German houses

around Fourth Street.

Some immigrants, of course, rose more quickly to positions of wealth and
stature in the community, and their houses reflect this prosperity. The Maze



house exemplifies this phenomenon; indeed, it was constructed more than a TOWN OF
decade after the grand houses of the New Englanders. Additionally, some PERU
German immigrants constructed major houses in Peru during the mid ancé late

nineteenth century, including Ernest Cunther (1516 Second Street) and Herman ?iBSlgo.
Brunner (1406 Bluff Street). The former is a two-story stone building (a (pé3ll)

concession to Cunther's CGerman heritage) with Creek Revival details --
interrupted returns, unaderned but prominent wooed frieze, shuttered windows
with six-over-six-light, double-hung sash. 0Of special note is the
neoclassical entrance with oversized, broken pediment in the otherwise blind
east wall. The house has been maintained in an exemplary manner and well
represents its first owner, operator of g barbershop, bock store, and bleeding
emporium on Water Street during the 1850s.

Herman Brunner arrived in Peru later still, moving from Germany in 1866. He
quickly established himself, however, and became co-owner of the Peru Beer
Company in 1872; Brunner maintained a controlling interest in the organizafion
until his death in 1889. An undated lithograph of his house {likely from the
late nineteenth century) depicts a two-story, T-shaped frame house with
cross-gable roof. Shortly thereafter the house received 1ts dormer-trimmed
mansard roof, reflecting the Second Empire style -- and one of only two extant
structures with this detailing in Peru. Owned by the Brunner family until the
1960s, the building retains much of its architectural integrity.

4 number of very modest but early houses are found in the vicinity of Bluff
and Center Streets in Peru's original plat. The 1855 City Hall stood at
Center and West Streets (Bluff is one block north), making the area a prime
location for early residential development. The most prominent of the
buildings is Edward Loekle's Meat Market and House, 1430 Center Street {(just
east of the city site). This pre-1868 L-shaped building features a wide
cornice, paired brackets, and six-over-six-light, double~hung sash windows
with shouldered lintels. Although recently divided into apartments and
re-faced with asphalt shingles, the house retains much of its architectural
integrity. Loekle operated his business here until at least 1926, expanding
with a second store on Fourth Street in 1888.

Cther mid-nineteenth-century houses are less well documented. Many are gable-
front, two-story frame buildings (all re-sided in the twentieth century) with
three-bay facades and pre-1888 one-story wings to the side or rear. Some also
had facade-long porches; only 1429 Bluff Street retains this feature with any
integrity. Other examples are found at 1422, 1423, and 1428 Bluff Street.

The 1868 bird's-eye view of Peru and later Sanborn Maps indicate that, with
the exception of the gable~front houses on Bluff and Center, the town's
earliest houses were located on large, tree-filled lots. Because the area
remained desirable through the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries,
parcels were subdivided and new houses constructed between the old. Later
residences are generally frame and represent most popular architectural
styles. Of note is the Italianate house at 1617 Second Sireet. This large,
two-story frame building features the milk carton-like proportions and low
pitched, hipped, bracketed roof so typical of the style. Further




distinguished by its facade-long porch, the house retains excellent
integrity. It is one of the few examples of Italianate gsrchitecture in the
survey ared.

A number of T-shaped frame cottages were constructed for the growing middie
class around the turn of the century, as Peru continued its strong industrial
development. These houses are distinguished by their restrained detailing and
generally simple massing. Many have been altered, but 1728 and 1829 Second
Street and 1304 Bluff Street (with its paired hexagonal bays) retain their
integrity.

The John Cahill House, 1628 Second Street, was constructed in 1892 for the
heir to a prominent coal dealership. This severely deteriorating building
combines elements from the Beaux Arts, shingle, and Queen Anne styles in its
irregular massing, oversized, shingled gables, and wraparound porch with
trebled columns. The John and Mary Mischke House (1527 Second Street) is
another notable turn-of-the-century residence, influenced by the shingle and
Queen Anne styles, built for the owner of a local botitling works. Featuring
historical paint colors, a canted, two-story bay, and wraparound porch, this
house is one of the best maintained and most accurately preserved buildings in
the survey. The Charles Brunner House (1021 Fourth Street) is the only stone
Queen Anne-style building in Peru. It is distinguished by its two- and
three-story towers and rough-faced ashlar detailing. The house was
constructed for the founder of a local iron works whose family resided here
until at least 1926. :

As the twentieth century progressed, fewer substantial houses were erected in
this residential area because of sheer lack of space. The Thomas F. Noon
House (1909), an excellent example of Colonigl Revival-style architecture at
1322 Fourth Street, is among the last of the neighborhood's major buildings.
The Dutch Colonial Revival and American Foursquare styles are best represented
by the houses at 1515 and 1616 Second Streets, respectively. Most post-1940
residential construction here has been modest and intrusive.

METEODOLOGY

Planning

The survey area in Peru was roughly bounded by Fourth Street (north), the
Illinois River (south), Buffalo Street {east), and Calhoun Street (west--see
survey map). This area encompasses Peru's earliest commercial and industrial
district on Water Street, the later commercial core on Fourth Street, and the
nineteenth- and early twentieth-century residential neighborhood between.

Research

Mary Hahne, Peru Public Library, provided the team with an orientation of the
local history collection. County and city histories, directories, newspapers,
photographs, maps, atlesses, and plat books were essential t¢ the survey. . The
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library obtained additional materials such as federal reports and census data
through interlibrary loan.

Although current tax information is available from the county aasessor's
office, hiastorical records have apparently been lost. The former provided
legal description of the sites, as well as the names and addresses of current
owners. Peru began requiring building permits in 1966, which indicatsd the
construction dates of recent structures and additions.

Maps were essential in determining the construction dates of buildings
surveyed. An 1868 bird's-eye view was useful in identifying the earliest
structures, which date from the canal's construction. Sanborn Company fire
insurance maps proved instrumental in establishing dates for bulldings erected
between 1888 and 1926. Photocopies from the Library of Congress of maps
dating from 1888, 1892, 1897, 1909, 1916, and 1926 were available. 1In
addition, the team was able to obtain an excellent large-scale map of the city
from Chamlin and Associates, Inc., a local engineering firm.

Fieldwork

Three team members were assigned tc¢ the Peru survey, which proceeded according
to the general methodology, outlined above. Two hundred fifty-eight
structures were surveyed, 79 of which pre-date 1886. The results appear in
Table 2-1.

Finally, the buildings were evaluated and categorized according tc the general
methodology, outlined above.

TABLE 1-1i

PERU SURVEY RESULTS
Dates of conatruction of aurveyed buildings

Date Commercial Residential -Public Religious Industrial
1835-1885 20 71

1886-1895 5 27 ' 2
1896-1905 10 42 1 1
1906-1915. 8 19 1

1916-1925 5 10

1926-1940 1 3 1

Post-1940 17 10 2 1 1
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